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athways for a just and inclusive transition to a green economy were charted in a workshop on, 
“Fostering Societal Demand for a Green and Circular Economy in India” organised by the Society 
for Technology and Action for Rural Advancement (TARA), funded by the European Union and 

supported by the Green Economy Coalition (GEC) and International Institute for Environment and 
Development (IIED) Europe on September 24 in New Delhi. It witnessed participation from a diverse 
group of social enterprises, civil society actors, industry representatives, research and academic 
institutions and other key stakeholders who discussed and delineated on the challenges, risks, good 
practices for the green economic transition and lastly, who will be the driver or the “critical actors” 
for this change. 

India has adopted the target of achieving net zero carbon emissions by the year 20701. Among its key 
transitional strategies is promoting economy-wide decoupling of growth from emissions and 
developing an effective and innovative low emission industrial system. While a vast set of actors, 
including Development Alternatives and TARA work towards achieving this, they realised that only so 
much can be done without the society demanding transition to an inclusive, green and circular 
economy, and holding the stakeholders accountable. This could involve civil society organisations 
urging policymakers to create incentives for green production, policymakers enforcing regulations to 
hold businesses accountable, and financiers shifting their portfolios toward greener investments.  

In this context, the workshop recognised that influencing these groups requires tailored strategies, 
and a one-size-fits-all approach will not be effective. Two group exercises were conducted to 
effectively engage the participants. 

 
1 India Is Committed to Achieve the Net Zero Emissions Target by 2070. PIB India, Ministry of Science and Technology. 2023. 
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Group picture of the participants of the IIED Green and Circular Economy 
workshop held on September 24th, 2024 
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Under the first group exercise, the participants highlighted the challenges in fostering a societal 
demand for a green economy, and good practices that could be scaled/amplified. The need for clearly 
defining the scope of a ‘green and circular economy’ came out prominently across groups. The other 
challenges were lack of access to financing, innovative capacities and the need for skilling and 
upskilling to support this transition.  

In the second group exercise, the vision for the future, opportunities, risks, and the critical actors were 
identified. Partnerships and collaboration at local, subnational and national level was emphasised for 
impact at scale. Community engagement and ownership was, at the same time, highlighted as 
essential for sustaining that impact. Together, the participants identified policymakers as a ‘critical 
actors’ for generating a societal demand towards a green and circular economy in India. They 
concluded that while enterprises, academia, research institutions, certification agencies, financiers 
and other are all important actors in the process, policymakers are critical to be involved and ensure 
that the policies align to the green growth agenda for the transition to happen. 

 

More insights from the discussions are being distilled in the form of proceedings will be launched by 
TARA in mid-October.  

  

Results of the identified challenges and best practices from the mentimeter exercise 

Results of identified ‘critical actors’ from the mentimeter exercise 
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Workshop Participation Images 


