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Revitalising Ponds: A Tale of Environmental Stewardship 
 

 
     

    

n a perfect marriage of environmental conservation and community engagement, a collaborative 
initiative led by Development Alternatives and the HCL Foundation has revitalised water bodies in 
Gautam Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh. This endeavor, launched in 2019, has not only restored the 

health of ponds but has also breathed new life into local ecosystems and empowered residents. 

The Milak Lachhi Pond exemplifies the project's remarkable achievements. Through meticulous 
dewatering, weed removal, de-siltation, bund construction, and installation of a water treatment 
system, this once-degraded pond now teams with renewed life. However, challenges like residential 
waste and occasional overflows persist, necessitating continuous monitoring and the implementation 
of effective waste management strategies. 

Similarly, the Bishnoli Pond's journey reflects the project's commitment to sustainable practices 
amidst urban development pressures. While the pond's restoration marks a significant milestone, 
sewage disposal remains a critical concern. Fostering community engagement and implementing 
effective waste management are crucial solutions to ensuring the pond's long-term health. 

The Dujana Pond stands as a testament to the project's success, boasting clean water and a thriving 
fish population. Yet, challenges like weed control 
and maintaining water quality require ongoing 
attention from both project participants and the 
community. 

The ongoing efforts at Milak Khandera and 
Achheja Buzurg Ponds highlight the project's 
comprehensive approach. Despite challenges like 
sewage inflow and water quality issues, proactive 
measures such as water testing, weed 
management, and community engagement are 
paving the way for long-term success and fostering 
ecosystem resilience. 
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In conclusion, the Pond Rejuvenation Project exemplifies the power of collective action in conserving 
water resources and nurturing ecological balance. This initiative, through a blend of restoration 
activities, stakeholder collaboration, and community participation, has not only revitalised water 
sources but has also created vibrant ecosystems that benefit both nature and people. As we move 
forward, sustaining these efforts and fostering environmental stewardship remain paramount for a 
greener, healthier future. 


