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Celebrating Nature: A Green Initiative in Milak Lachhi Village 

 

 
n Milak Lachhi village, nestled amidst the serene landscapes of Gautam Buddha Nagar, Uttar 
Pradesh, a remarkable event unfolded on the 13th of October, 2023. The air was filled with a sense 
of purpose and excitement as Development Alternatives, in collaboration with HCL Foundation, 

orchestrated a tree plantation drive near one of our cherished pond sites. 

The occasion was not merely about digging holes and planting saplings; it was a celebration of life, 
growth, and our deep-rooted connection with nature. Trees, the very essence of this initiative, stand 
tall as symbols of life and vitality. They are our silent companions, producing oxygen, purifying soil, 
preventing drought, and embracing us in their leafy embrace. Moreover, they play a crucial role in 
disaster prevention, controlling floods, and curbing soil erosion. Most importantly, they champion the 
cause of sustainability by reducing our carbon footprint, a testament to their invaluable contribution 
to our planet. 

This tree plantation drive highlighted the power of collective action. It brought together an eclectic 
mix of stakeholders - the vibrant community, dedicated school teachers and students, and 
government officials. The objective was simple yet profound: to instill in each heart the understanding 
of the pressing need to enhance our green cover. The significance of planting trees around the pond 
was multifaceted. Not only did it enhance the pond's aesthetic appeal, but it also served a practical 
purpose. The newly planted trees strengthened the pond's bunds and delineated its boundaries, 
marking a small but significant step towards its preservation. 

The variety of trees planted reflected our commitment to biodiversity. Arjun, Jatropha, Neem, 
Mandarin Orange, Papdi, Hibiscus – a diverse array of horticultural and forest plants found a new 
home around Milak Lachhi pond. This thoughtful selection not only enriched the ecosystem but also 
provided an additional source of income to the local farmers. In a beautiful symbiotic relationship, the 
community was not only giving back to nature but also reaping the rewards of their efforts. 
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A total of 150 trees found their roots in Milak Lachhi pond that day, promising a greener, more 
sustainable future for the village. However, the story does not end with the planting; it only begins. 
The responsibility of nurturing these saplings has been entrusted to the capable hands of the local 
community, residing in the households nearby. This act of entrusting the care of these trees to the 
people is more than just a task; it's a powerful statement. It's a declaration that nature is not an 
external entity, but an integral part of our lives. 

As the sun set on that October day, Milak Lachhi village stood transformed, not just in its landscape 
but in the hearts and minds of its people. The tree plantation drive was not just a one-day event; it 
was a catalyst for change, a reminder that our actions, no matter how small, can create a ripple effect 
of transformation. It was a celebration of life, growth, and nature – an ode to the trees that stand tall, 
silently narrating the tale of our harmonious coexistence with the natural world. 


