
“Seeing me set up an enterprise, other women in my village have been encouraged to be independent… It 
makes me happy when women come to me and say I am their role model.”  - Prabha Rajpoot  

Prabha Rajpoot, Managing Director of Sakshi Producers Pvt. Ltd., with a customer base of 500 farmers, 
earns INR 1 lakh per year. A resident of Maharajapura in Madhya Pradesh, Prabha always felt that she 
wanted to do more for both her family and her community. She started out as a worker at a local cow 

shed (gaushala) with the local women's groups. Women's groups from 18 nearby villages had come together 
to form a federation, which was handed the responsibility to run and operate the cowshed. Her work there was 
confined to cleaning and milking the cows. With a strong academic background and the confidence of having 
taken up work outside her home, Prabha felt that she wanted to do more. She motivated the women to utilise 
the cow shed to set up businesses related to cattle rearing. She underwent a three-day training programme 
where she learnt about various business opportunities linked to farming and cattle-rearing. From an array of 
business ideas, she decided to start a spice grinding and composting enterprise along with the women's group 
she was earlier working with in the shed. The women's group started running a spices and composting services 
business in full swing that employed 5 other women full-time. Talking about what inspired her, she says, "Jab 
hum ghar ka khaate hain toh achha lagta hai, toh humne socha auron ko bhi yehi khilayen" (when we eat home-
grown products it feels nice, we thought others should have the same). She speaks of how her parents and 
mother-in-law have consistently supported her, even in the face of criticism from community members. She 
procures the raw material from farmers in Budera, Madhya Pradesh, at a cost of INR 15 per kg and sells them at 
INR 40 per kg post processing. Her market includes BHEL, Bijoli district, and some hotels in Orchha itself. 
Prabha operates a 4-acre plot of land where she mostly grows peanuts and wheat through the process of 
vermicomposting. Now registered as a Farmer Producer Organisation (FPO) with 225 women shareholders as 
supporting members, currently, Prabha manages a company for procurement, processing, and value addition 
of organic compost, spices and animal balanced feed. The annual turnover of the FPO, from this business has 
reached 20,00,000 per annum. With 500 farmers currently a part of her customer base, the aim of Prabha's 
FPO is to recruit farmers and increase the production and processing of compost at a larger scale. Prabha has 
become an agent of change in her community, motivating people to take the leap and see the change. 

STORIES OF CHANGE

Prabha Rajpoot 

   

FROM STARTING AS A LOCAL COW SHED (GAUSHALA) WORKER TO THE 
MANAGING DIRECTOR OF SAKSHI PRODUCERS PVT. LTD. 

The real 
support system

The inspiring story of a young entrepreneur Narendra Kushwaha who lives in Rajapur village, 
Madhya Pradesh. Narendra Kushwaha began his electrical enterprise in 2019 after being inspired 
by his wife, who runs a tailoring shop. Self-taught in making energy-efficient LED bulbs, he 

assembled bulb parts bought from different vendors and sold them in the local area. He kept learning 
new skills through the internet on his mobile, keeping up with the industry trends, and diversifying his 
business. During the national lockdown in 2020, he understood the changing needs of the people and 
invested in a computer to set up a micro-ATM facility, allowing rural customers to access online services 
locally. Under the Work4Progress programme, he received the ILO certified Start Your Business Training 
and financial aid through a loan of Rs 25,000 from a Micro-Credit Facility (MCF). While selling LED bulbs 
and electrical appliances, he has included other internet services to cater to the villagers' needs. He 
understands the essence of micro-entrepreneurship and can communicate with the rural population and 
other businesses. 

For entrepreneurs like Narendra, micro-entrepreneurship continues to be an essential enabler for many 
to capture new opportunities while overcoming existing challenges. Through holistic, system-based 
thinking of Entrepreneur, Enterprise, and Ecosystem, a paradigm shift can move towards Net Zero 
emissions by 2070 and 'unleash' entrepreneurship at scale for a far more green and inclusive economy.

MICRO-ENTREPRENEURSHIP CONTINUES TO BE AN ESSENTIAL 
ENABLER FOR ME TO CAPTURE NEW OPPORTUNITIES WHILE 

OVERCOMING EXISTING CHALLENGES.

Narendra Kushwaha: An inspiring entrepreneur 


	Page 17

